Our peaple and their history
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Noguni Sokan
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Noguni Sokan, one of the three major benefactors of the Ryukyu industry

Noguni Sokan was a native of Noguni in Kadena town, and became famous for serving as an
officer of the tributary trade ship of the Shuri royal government under the Sho Nei dynasty. It is
said that his position was equivalent to a modern day secretary-general who manages office
work on the tribute ship and also prayed for the safety of the ship’ s voyage. The real name of
Sokan is unknown. While formal diplomatic relations between Okinawa and China began in
1373 (1st year of Bunchu era) and continued until 1872. In 1605 (10th year of Keicho era),
sweet potatoes were brought back from Fuzhou, Fujian Province, China and cultivated in their
hometown of Noguni. Gima Shinjo learned the cultivation method from Noguni Sokan, and
about 15 years later, it spread throughout Okinawa. In 1615 (1st year of Genna era) William
Adams (Miura Anshin) took it from Naha to Hirado of Nagasaki prefecture, where Richard.Cox
further introduced it throughout northern Kyushu. In 1705 (Hoei 2nd year), it was introduced to
Satsuma from Okinawa by Riemon Maeda of Satsuma and was called Tang Dynasty potatoes.
In 1735 (20th year of Kyoho era), the cultivation of sweet potatoes spread to the south of the
Kanto region by Aoki Konyo, where it came to be called “satsuma imo.” Still remembered today
as a benefactor of industry, Noguni Sokan is affectionally referred to as “Um Daishu" locally, is
respected and loved by the citizens of Okinawa and our townspeople.

e B T AT I e

[ enr-boampmczs

Listening to the stories
of our ancestors
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Chotoku Kyan was born in Shuri Gibo-son in November 1870 (3rd year of Meiji). His father was the
clerk of the then marquess Sho Tai, and was known as a noble person skilled in both literary and
martial arts. At the age of 12, he moved to Tokyo with his father and studied Chinese studies at
Nishogakusha until the age of 16. He was small and weak, so his father had trained him in karate and
sumo from an early age. He returned home at the age of 20 and trained under Shurite Matsumura
Sokon and Oyadomari Kokan, soon becoming a karate master himself. At around 38 years of age, he
settled near the Hija river and taught karate to younger generations. He is commonly known as

"Chanmee gua" and was a karate master known for his small stature but lightening fast moves.
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Ryukyu classical music Kamechiyo kochi

Nomura style master
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Nomura style and Tansui
style master
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Seisei Okuma
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Katsuren Castle Lord Amawari

Lord of Katsuren castle during the middle of the 15th century. Legend has it that he was born as a son
of a nobleman and the daughter of the Ashimine family from Chatan Magiri Yara. After successfully
seizing Katsuren castle under lord Aji Shigechi he wed the daughter of King Sho Taikyu, Momoto
Fumiagari. Later defeats Gosamaru, the lord of Nakagusuku castle, and plans to capture Chuzan, but
as his then wife Momoto Fumiagari realized the plans, she warned Ufugusuku Kenyu (Uni Ufugusuku)
who in turn brought down the army and quelled his plan for rebellion. Amawari has a strong image as a
rebel, but according academics and historians like Iha Fuyu and Nakahara Zench, he is appreciated
as "the last old hero of Okinawa" and "a daring person much trusted by his people.”
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Born on March 4, 1897 at 801 Mizugama, Kadena town. When he was
17, he received formal training on Ryukyu classical music Nomura style
from Jichaku Munenori. After that, he studied under Zukeran Choho,
Takayasu chojo, Kin Yoshihito, Isagawa Seizui, and Miyagi Shicho. In
1963, he was awarded the Arts Festival Cooperation Award by the
Okinawa Times, and in December of the same year, he was awarded the
master award at the Nomura School Music Association’ s Regular
General Assembly.

Born in Mizugama, Kadena Town in January 1900 as the third son of the
Okuma family. He started playing the sanshin from age 7, and at the age
of 21 he led the local village theatre. After that, he studied under Yamada
Seiyasu and Shiroma Tsuneari. In 1955, he participated in the founding of
the Nomura-style Classical Music Preservation Society, and the following
year, he passed down his teachings as a licensed Nomura-style instructor.
In 1958 he was successfully licensed as a Tansui master. He passed
away at the age of 68 in May of 1967.
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